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RELIGION 
GIVES CHARACTER 
TO EDUCATION! 


The gracious hand of God has been over 
Trinity Lutheran School during the past 
63 years. His blessing and guidance have 
also been felt during our entire building 
program. We dedicate this book to the glory 
of God and the Christian willingness of 
heart expressed by many members of the 
congregation in their countless hours of 
prayer, study and work, and their gener- 
ous gifts, to make the erection of 
this building possible. 
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The Story of Trinity Lutheran School 


New and Old 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 


Trinity's new school building replaces the one built in 1893 at the southwest 
corner of Huffman and Oakland Streets. That building was erected and paid for 
by St. Paul’s Lutheran Church two years before Trinity congregation was 
organized. 


Trinity’s first building was a church-school combination; the second floor 
was used as a church for divine services, and the lower floor was divided into 
two schoolrooms. It was heated by two hot-air furnaces, one under each school- 
room. It lacked such modern facilities as drinking fountains, lavatories, and 
other sanitary installations. It was considered a modern building, but in the 
course of time it suffered more and more from obsolescence. 


Trinity school was opened in 1893 with Mr. A. Nehrenz as its first teacher. 
He taught from the day the school opened until the time of his death in January, 
1898. Other male teachers who taught in the old school building are H. R. Charle, 
1898-1909; Aug. Bornitzke, 1909-1912; Aug. Katt, 1912-1917; Paul Luecke, 
1917-1944; Adolf Weber, 1924-1926; Wilfred Rafert, 1928-1953; V. A. Albrecht, 
1929-1933; Daniel Luebke, 1933-1942; Edwin Kirchhoff, 1948-1946; Adrian 
Prochnow, 1944-1949; Henry A. Mertz, 1946-1952; Martin Behrens, 1952-1954; 
Myron Marty, 1954-1957; the present faculty, Raymond Sprehe, 1949- fed 9 Bed oe 
Leimer, 1953- ; Oscar Scheerger, 1957- ; Gary Seevers, 1957- i 


When it became necessary to divide the school into two classes, Miss Julia 
Schust was hired to teach the lower grades. Since then the following lady teachers 


have served Trinity School: Lydia Dornseif, Martha Kaeppel, Martha Hahn, 
Monica Mensing, Esther Heine (Mrs. Baxter), Mrs. A. Prochnow, Mrs. H. G. 
_ Jungkuntz, Gloria Jank, Mrs. C. Coleman and Bonnie Speck. We are not sure 
that the names are listed in the order in which they served. 


Trinity congregation was organized in 1895. Its first pastor was the Rev. 
J. Bohn, who had been assistant pastor of St. Paul’s congregation. He continued 
to serve Trinity until he accepted a call to Fraser, Michigan, in 1902. Since then 
the following pastors have served Trinity: Rev. Paul Stoeppelwerth, 1902-1914; 
Rev. G. Doege, 1914-1928; Rev. H. E. Levihn, 1928-1952; Rev. H. Georg, 
associate pastor, 1948-1950; Rev. C. W. Brueggemann, 1953- 


When Trinity’s church was built in 1916, the upper floor of the old building 
became available for other purposes. The Young Men used it for playing basket- 
ball; but the low ceiling was damaged by the many collisions with the ball. It 
was used for a horseshoe court until the plaster began to fall from the ceilings 
of the schoolrooms below. In. 1924 the Young Men were given permission to in- 
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“Church” in the Old School 


stall a movable partition to divide the upper floor into two roams. After 1928 the 
west room was used as a schoolroom and the east room as a meeting room until 
1954 when it, too, became a schoolroom. 


In the course of time various improvemtnts were made on the school 
property. In June, 1898, city water was turned on. On February 2, 1909, a reso- 
lution was passed by the Voter's Assembly to install hitching posts on Oakland 
Street to which people coming to church could tie their horses. Bowling alleys 
were installed in the basement in 1911] after the men had dug out enough space 
for them. In 1928 a rather extensive remodeling project was undertaken; it in- 
cluded a new concrete stairway to the second floor, new windows on the north 
side of the building, a small kitchen on the second floor, and the removal of the 
bowling alleys to make room for the installation of sanitary toilets in the base- 
ment. In 1939 the Men’s Club was given permission to install a lavatory and a 
toilet on the second floor. 


A central heating plant to heat the church and the school was installed in 
1946. The boiler was planned to be adequate to heat a new or an enlarged 
school building in case it should be needed at some future time. 


The obsolescence and inadequacy of the old school building was felt more 
and more keenly as time went on. In addition, the State Fire Marshall called 
attention to fire hazards in the building, particularly the lack of fire escapes from 
the second floor. When he was told that the congregation was considering the 
construction of a new building, he agreed not to press the matter for a few years. 
In 1952 the belfry was removed because it had become hazardous. 


The first definite step toward the erection of a new building was taken on 
March 8th, 1947, when the Voters’ Assembly named a Planning Committee of 
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Voters Assembly—April 27, 1947 


which Mr. Clarence Koenemann was chairman. After serving capably for a year 
he asked to be relieved of the chairmanship. 


As a result of a report by the Planning Committee on April 27, 1947, the 
Voters’ Assembly resolved to establish:a School Building Fund and to transfer 
to that fund the $261.69 balance of the Heating Plant Fund. The Planning 
Committee was given permission to solicit funds throughout the congregation. 
This was done in various ways under the untiring leadership of the co- 
chairmen, Mr. William Bade and Herbert Boseker. Many members responded 
to the suggestion to make weekly or monthy contributions through the special 
envelopes that were provided for that purpose; more than a hundred coin banks 
were distributed and monthly visits were made at homes to collect their contents; 
special contribution boxes were given to the pupils of the school and collected 
monthly. On January 1, 1954, the report of the Treasurer of the Building Fund 
showed a balance of $35,236.30 deposited in several banks. 


One of the most difficult problems to solve was whether or not the old 
building, or any part of it, should be used in the new building project. Two 
architects and two reliable builders were consulted. They reported that in their 
opinion an all-new building would be somewhat less expensive and also more 
practical. In the meeting of the Voters’ Assembly on October 11, 1954, a reso- 
lution was passed to concur in the recommendation of the Planning Committee 
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not to use the old school building, or any part of it, in the final plans for a new 
structure. 


The question arose whether the new school should be built on the site 
already owned by the congregation, or whether it should be relocated farther 
north and west. A special meeting of the Voters’ Assembly was held on May 9, 
1954, to decide the issue. A large majority favored building on the congregation’s 
present property. On February 15, 1955, the Voters’ Assembly resolved to concur 
in the recommendation of the Planning Committee to build the new school south 
of the church and facing St. Mary’s Avenue. 


After much deliberation, investigation, and study, the Planning Committee 
recommended to the Voters’ Assembly, May 5, 1955, to engage Beaver Associates, 
Chicago, to conduct a Fund-raising Campaign in Trinity. The campaign took 
place in the fall of the same year under the direction of Mr. and Mrs. Dan 
Meyers, representing Beaver Assoc:ates. Mr. Herbert Wesling and Mr. Carl 
Keltsch consented to serve as general co-chairmen. More than 120 communicant 
members of Trinity participated in the campaign. A goal of $175,000 was set. In 
the final report meeting there was great rejoicing when subscriptions totaling 
$185,592.30 were reported. The divine service of the following Sunday morning 
was devoted to giving thanks and praise to God for the success of the campaign. 


A special committee was appointed te investigate possibilities of securing 
a loan to help finance the building project. On March 1, 1956, the Planning 
Committee recommended making application for a loan from the Aid Association 
for Lutherans for an amount up to, but not exceeding, $225,000 with interest 
at 4%. It also recommended accepting the proposal of the Fort Wayne National 
Bank for interim-financing until the building is completed and the loan from 
the A. A. L. is consummated. Both of these recommendations were approved. 
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Voters’ Assembly—May 14, 1956 

On June 18, 1955, the Planning Committee recommended that Mox Pohl- 
meyer and Associates be employed as architects for the proposed building pro- 
ject. A basic plan was presented which was approved in principle by the Voters’ 
Assembly on August 15, 1955. Mr. Merle Zurbrugg, assisted by Mr. Thomas 
Gensel, had made a very cleverly constructed scale model of the proposed new 
building and the church. This model, together with the architect’s drawing, very 
graphically presented the basic plan and design. 


As a result of a recommendation of the Planning Committee and the Church 
Council to the meeting of the Voters’ Assembly on January 22, 1956, a School 
Building Committee was set up. It was made up of Herbert Wesling, chairman, 
Wilbur Tracey, Merle Zurbrugg, Robert Smith, Henry Mertz, Raymond Sprehe, 
Clarence Koenemann, and Stanley Hartzell. The chairman was authorized to 
make additional appointments as he saw fit. Later the co-chairman of the 
Planning Committee, William Bade and Herbert Boseker, were added. 


In November, 1955, the house and lot at 2206 Wells Street was purchased 
to be used as a dwelling for the pastor and family. The old parsonage and the 
house south of it, which had been purchased in order to acquire the lot, were 
sold and razed to make room for the new building. 


After many prayers and many meetings with the architects, final plans were 
agreed upon by the Planning Committee. These were presented to the Voters’ 
Assembly on May 14, 1956. After a lengthy discussion in which many of the 
forty-four voting members took part, the plans were approved. 
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BASEMENT 
OF CHURCH 


GROUND FLOOR 


CODE IDENTIFICATION 


B. T.—Boys’ Toilet 
C. O.—Church Office 
Ex.—Exits 
J._Janitor’s Storage 
M.—Meeting Room (25’4’’x44’) 
M. E.—Main Entrance 
R.—Ramp to Basement of Church 
R. A.—Recreational Area : 
R. E.—Rear Entrance 
S. O.—School Office 
T.—Toilet for School Office 
X—Extra Rooms 


MAIN FLOOR 


NAVE OF 
CHURCH 


CODE IDENTIFICATION 


1-2—Grade Classroom (25’4’’x30’9%” 
3-4—Grade Classroom (25’4”x31’8’ ) 
5-6—Grade Classroom (25’4”x81’8” ) 
7-8—Grade Classroom (25’4’x31’8” ) 
A. P.—All-Purpose Room (50’4%’’x80’ ) 
Ex.—Exits 
G. T.—Girls’ Toilet 
J._Janitor’s Storage 
K.—Kindergarten Room (25’4’’x30’9” ) 
M. E.— Main Entrance 
R.—Ramp .to Nave of Church 
S.—Stage (14’ deep) 
T.—Toilets for Kindergarten - 
W.—Wardrobe and Storage (one for each Classroom) 
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The architect prepared detailed blue-prints and specifications which were 
submitted to a number of contractors for bids. On July 16, 1956, an informative 
meeting was held to present bids and to explain details of the entire project. 
Seven contractors had submitted bids. Everyone in the relatively large audience 
was pleasantly surprised when it was disclosed that the total of the lowest bids 
was about $50,000 less than the architect’s estimates. 


In a special meeting of the Voters’ Assembly on July 30, 1956, contracts were 
awarded, all of them to the lowest bidders: Wermuth Inc., $217,565; Industrial 


Piping and Engineering Company, $40,370 for plumbing, heating, and venti- 
lating; Central Electric Company, $11,731 for electrical work; total of the three 
contracts, $269,666. 


Ground-breaking exercises took place on Sunday, August 19, 1956, after the 
regular morning service. Within a few days, excavating and construction was 
begun. On November 18, 1956, the cornerstone was laid as a part of the morning 
service in which the Rev. Harold Luecke, son of a former principal of Trinity 
School, the late Mr. Paul Luecke, preached the sermon. Incidentally, the stone- 
cutter who prepared the cornerstone made the opening for the copper box in the 
bottom of the stone instead of in the top as is usually done. Construction con- 
tinued all winter except on very cold or snowy days. 


During the school year of 1956-57 some of the school vacations were 
shortened so that school could be closed on May 17. The Saturday of the follow- 
ing week was “moving day” when a number of members assisted in moving 
books, materials, and usable equipment from the old building into the new one 
or into the church basement. Within a few days Pelz Wrecking Company began 
to raze the old building; after three weeks scarcely a trace of it was left. The 
old teacherage was taken down by Mr. R. Sprehe and Mr. A. Schlaudraff for the 
material they salvaged from it. 


In the August, 1956, meeting of the Voters’ Assembly, the Building Com- 
mittee recommended to convert the coal-burming heating plant to oil-fired. In 
the next meeting it was reported that gas was not available for heating churches 
and schools. Thereupon it was resolved to concur in the recommendation of 
the Building Committee. The contract for making the change was awarded to 
Industrial Piping and Engineering Company for $5,520. 


In order to make the space vacated by the removal of the old school and 
the teacherage more suitable for a playground and parking lot, the Building 
Committee recommended that it be graded down to about side-walk level, 
covered with a layer of crushed rock, and black-topped with asphalt. The Voters’ 
Assembly concurred in this recommendation in its meeting on July 15, 1957. The 
cost was estimated to be about $8,000. 


Building operations were delayed for over a month in May and June by 
strikes. When work was resumed, rapid progress was made. The contractors 
stated that all work should be finished by or before September 1; therefore 
September 8, 1957, was set for the dedication. ‘ 
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Trinity School is dedicated to the glory of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost, and to the Christian Education of children and adults. The basic 
aims of Trinity School have always been and shall continue to be: 


I. To Provide Instruction in God’s Word from which the pupils will learn 


A. That man’s highest good in time and eternity depends on his re- 
lationship to God; 


B. That by nature all men are sinners; 


C. That “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have ever- 
lasting life;” 


D. How to live in a God-pleasing manner. 


II. To Aid the Christian Home 
A. By training the children in the virtues of Christian living; 
B. By teaching the children the privileges and responsibilities of church 
life and of Christian citizenship; 


C. By assisting parents in meeting the varied Chey ese involved in 
training and guiding their children. 


III. To Aid the Community and the Nation by Helping to Develop Citizens 
Who 


A. Recognize God as the source of all government; 


B. Acknowledge obedience to the laws of the land and participation in 
civic affairs to be a privilege and a duty. 


Here at Trinity School all instruction and training is grounded in God’s 
Holy Word. This Word influences the work of the entire school-day, whatever the 
activity. Without Christ, knowledge is sterile, sometimes even dangerous. To use 
his talents rightly, sinful man must first know and accept the free, forgiving love 
of his Savior Jesus Christ. 


Thus, within human limitations, the pupil is given Christ-centered 
knowledge, attitudes, and training in personal conduct. 


“THE EDUCATION OF THE SOUL IS THE SOUL OF EDUCATION” 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


The Story of Trinity School was compiled and written by Henry A. Mertz. 
The floor-plan drawings were made by Merle Zurbrugg. The picture of the 
“church” in the old school building was supplied by Mrs. Louise Bade. The 
picture of the cornerstone laying was made from a color transparency taken by 
Stephan Bade. Other photographs were taken by D. Allen Bauer. 
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All Purpose Room A Classroom 


DEDICATION WEEK 


SEPTEMBER 8, 10:15 A. M.—DEDICATORY SERVICE 
Sermon by the Rev. Howard Georg, Holgate, Ohio 
Organist, Henry A. Mertz 


SEPTEMBER 8, 7:00 P. M.— REUNION SERVICE 
Sermon by the Rev. H. E. Levihn 


Organist, Adrian Prochnow 


SEPTEMBER 10, 7:30 P. M. — YOUTH SERVICE 
Sermon by the Rev. Arthur Doege, Mineola, L.I., N.'Y. 
Organist, Elmer Doege, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


SEPTEMBER 12, 7:30 P. M.— ORGANIZATIONS NIGHT 
Meeting in All-purpose Room 


SEPTEMBER 13, 7:30 P. M.—COMMUNITY NIGHT 
Meeting in All-purpose Room 


Front Row: Raymond Sprehe, principal; Mrs. Ruth Coleman, 
C. W. Brueggemann, pastor 
Second Row: Oscar Scheerger, Gary Seevers, H. E. Leimer 
a hy pa 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES * 


PLANNING COMMITTEE: 


William Bade, Jr. and Herbert Boseker, co-chairmen 

Clarence Koeneman, William Roemke, Herbert Wesling, Henry Mertz, 
Raymond Sprehe, Wilbur Tracey, Stanley Hartzell, Robert Smith, Merle 
Zurbrugg, Herbert Merkle, Carl Reidenbach, Walter Wolf, Harold Hart- 
man, G. A. Korntheuer, Edwin Kammeyer, Daniel Luebke, Arthur Hartman 


BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 


Herbert Wesling and Carl Keltsch, co-chairmen 

William Bade, Jr., Herbert Boseker, Clarence Koeneman, Ralph Shearer, 
Daniel Luebke, Henry Mertz 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Myers represented Beaver Associates, Chicago. 


BUILDING COMMITTEE: 
Herbert Wesling, chairman 
Wilbur Tracey, Merle Zurbrugg, William Bade, Jr., Herbert Boseker, Robert 
Smith, Henry Mertz. Raymond Sprehe, Clarence Koeneman 


HEATING, VENTILATING, PLUMBING, & ELECTRICAL COMMITTEE: 


Clarence Koeneman, chairman 
Herbert Boseker, Wilbur Tracey 


EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE: 


Merle Zurbrugg, chairman 
William Bade, Jr., Myron Marty, Daniel Luebke, Raymond Sprehe, Henry 
Mertz 


FINANCE COMMITTEE: 


William Bade, Jr., chairman 
Clarence Koeneman, Herbert Wesling, Herbert Boseker, Daniel Luebke 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
Wilbur Tracey, Arthur Hartman, Edwin Kammeyer 


DEDICATION COMMITTEE: 


G. A. Korntheuer and the Rev. C. W. Brueggemann, chairmen; 
Ralph Shearer, Henry Mertz, Edward Mensing, John Block, Raymond 
Sprehe, D. Allen Bauer 


LEGAL ADVISOR: 
Robert H. Berning 


* The Rev. C. W. Brueggemann is ex officio member of all committees. 
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CONTRACTORS 
BUPOICe Ct foi See ene ee ee Mox Pohlmeyer & Associates, Fort Wayne 
General Contractor sees oe ea a re oe Wermuth, Inc., Fort Wayne 
reerrical Work.) ae Central Electric Construction Co., Fort Wayne 


Heating, Ventilating, Plumbing 
Industrial Piping and Engineering Co., Fort Wayne 


SUB-CONTRACTORS 
PUeTAZZO]VV OF Rawat ull enue os Art Mosaic & Tile Co., Fort Wayne 
Miscellaneous: rons. 2.. 0 tue Art Iron & Wire Works, Inc., New Haven, Ind. 
Chalkboards, Bulletin Boards.................. Architectural Specialties, Pataskala, Ohio 
PT STI SUL UVLO Kerry Ueki em Geka ed a aa Dieker, Inc., Fort Wayne 
Bie ea ae ACK IN sxe cet ea Roy D. Hege, Fort Wayne 
PstI UAE ASTER INS ie uke eran re eliens th K-C Plastering Co., Grabill, Ind. 
rect LONGspalic | OISts 4) else i) eae Martin Wrecking Co., New Haven, Ind. 
otra raniGesneete Metal cs nchwes nu ue hs) eat C. Miller & Sons, Fort Wayne 
See LET OOLS HOLT S ten noe laa had ee Le Moss Engineering Co., Fort Wayne 
ipeseanGetsl azn Meee Cement Ohio Plate Glass Co., Fort Wayne 
Nye LE ad BT TESS CIA OSE ROE AE erate nC Re eee RR LEE Edwin Strahm, Fort Wayne 
PT ATACLE ecient ae nt tk CLL NLT AN Vo Maney Commercial Decorators, Harlan, Ind. 


SPECIAL CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS 


Intercommunication System..................-.....-- Roehm Radio and Sound, Fort Wayne 
Razing of Old School Building.................2........... Pelz Wrecking Co., Fort Wayne 
UELACING pela VCTOUNGS westedn eye ot Dailey Asphalt Products, Inc., Fort Wayne 
Refinishing 80 School Desks....Custom Furniture Finishing & Repair, Fort Wayne 
Ste urer a aC backs LILODSiieeveetis eure reine: Tiffin Studios, Tiffin, Ohio 
WE NCO Wat SO VEEN oer uel Cy Wee Zeigler Shade & Venetian, Fort Wayne 
Restident Wesks ancsCnairs. ss ye er TS Wolf & Dessauer, Fort Wayne 
SEHUICHUMLICS RSA Eye CICS ena nny ratte ted cee Nien Kiger & Co., Indianapolis 
ihablesmiDeskss Molding CGhairsie si) ys Franklin-Lee Co., Chicago 
OSHS TNE BS (ELSA a GRO AYN Se Rowland Furniture Co., Fort Wayne 
GincCee WU tnItine:: oye kj Sek ee ee hy Sass Lewis & Christen, Fort Wayne 
PEP ef Sh heal) SAUER URES Neale SURO Sey (RSet SU Ralph Jennings, Fort Wayne 
Maps Giobescetoj.) 0 os SRO ENS Weber Costello Co., Chicago Heights 
OS ETE STO) 0 CNA RR UE BEE Ro NE Sera RU Fair and Fair Nurseries, Fort Wayne 
SEEUSTEL SQW Fe? 1211!) C000 a ep gO RN eer Cd Charles V. Dirig, Fort Wayne 
SSLOUG NV UMMmmmEE ots Oo ka A Herbert Kanning, Fort Wayne 
Paints eee Pape Paint and Wallpaper, Fort Wayne 
Hard waretemeemen cr a Wayne Hardware Co., Inc., Fort Wayne 
Janitors’ Suppieswme ee Moellering Supply Co., Inc., Fort Wayne 
Mate COLL eerie Superior Fuel Co., Fort Wayne 
Seareg es 


By the grace of God, generous contributions, 


memorial wreaths and memorials from mem- 
bers and friends of Trinity congregation have 
made it possible to erect our school building 
to the honor and glory of the Holy Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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